Cortical blindness caused by acute general cerebral swelling.
A 7-year-old girl who suffered from acute general cerebral swelling as a result of a traffic accident showed cortical blindness. Computed tomography (CT) scan on admission revealed marked slitlike ventricles and narrowing of the perimesencephalic cisterns, which indicated general cerebral swelling. While hospitalized, the patient developed transtentorial herniation twice on day 3, and CT scans at herniation episodes showed disappearance of the perimesencephalic cisterns. After recovery of consciousness, the patient showed cortical blindness, and during gradual recovery she showed pure alexia without agraphia. The visual evoked potentials at 8 weeks, 16 weeks, and 3 years 4 months after trauma showed normalization of the pattern, but revealed left occipital inactivity.